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The decision to leave the EU is the most destructive
political decision of my lifetime. It is likely to prove
catastrophic for our businesses and environment and
lead to confusion and distress for many people.
I hear from businesses in South West England about loss
of investment, the impact of the fall in the pound, and the
difficulties they will face with customs controls and tariffs.
I’m also acutely aware of the confusion and heartache felt by
many people from EU countries who have chosen to make
Britain their home but now fear their families will be torn
apart. British citizens living in continental Europe face equal
uncertainty.
So why have we found ourselves here? What exactly was it
that people were rejecting when they voted to leave the EU?
I believe above all else it was an expression of a loss of
control over our lives and a rejection of politicians who
have failed to challenge corporate power or the negative
consequences of globalisation. It was a vote against a loss of
identity and diminished quality of life at work.
Globalisation has brought much good in its wake. It has
enabled people to feel like genuine global citizens, but it has
also led to the loss of local communities rooted in cherished
local environments.
This report by my Green House colleagues Victor Anderson
and Rupert Read presents some ideas for how we can begin
to think our way out of the destructive globalisation of recent
years and towards an inclusive, citizen-focused future for the
global economy. It is about reinterpreting Brexit in the light of
our own longstanding Green critique of globalisation.

Brexit options
Though lacking any coherent plan, the
Government has indicated three options
for our future trading relations:

Dumped with Trump

This would likely
be a one-sided deal because the UK’s
economic bargaining strength is so
much less than that of the USA or the
EU. The UK could easily end up having to
trade away its food safety standards or
agreeing to open up parts of the National
Health Service to US companies.

The Empire Strikes Back

Over the
course of many decades, this option has
become less and less credible as the
UK turned its compass towards Europe.
Commonwealth countries have set their
sights elsewhere: Australia trading
with China; Canada with the US through
NAFTA (North Atlantic Free Trade Area)
and India with other countries in Asia.
The Commonwealth option no longer
looks realistic.

Footloose and Fancy Free

The UK
could ‘go global’ and try ‘free trade’ on
the basis of World Trade Organisation
(WTO) rules. However, ‘free trade’ is
for economics textbooks: in the real
world trading blocs negotiate with each
other. This approach amounts to the UK
becoming a very tiny bloc of its own
in the world. There is a danger that to
attract business the UK would become
a tax haven, undercutting both the USA
and EU in terms of environmental, labour,
and corporate standards.
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A different approach green protectionism
An alternative option is for the UK to make a radical shift
in economic policy and become more self-sufficient. This
report suggests that reducing dependence on international
trade and deliberately boosting the resilience of local,
regional and national economies is the only way to make
an economic success of Brexit.
The main aims of this approach are:

4 Reduced vulnerability to instability in the world
economy and international finance.

4 Reduced vulnerability to undemocratic multinational
corporations and their tax evasion.

4 Reduced transport costs and their associated carbon
emissions.

4 Increased resilience, including achievement of food
security and ultimately food sovereignty.

4 Increased scope for local small businesses,
co-operatives, and social enterprise.

4 Some increased scope for democratic control of
product standards and regulations.

4 Maintaining enforcement of high standards for the
environment.

The basic principle would be for each locality, region or
nation to provide for its own needs where possible from its
own resources. Where that is not possible (or prohibitively
expensive or carbon-intensive) then to make use of
imports.

how do we get there?
A comprehensive set of new policies will be required
in order to put into practice a new UK trade policy on
these lines. Some of these are in the power of the UK
Government; others, more ambitiously, would require more
diplomatic work internationally. The full report contains 23
recommendations. Here are some that could be enacted
by a UK government:

4 Introduce short-term transitional government

subsidies to invest in and develop economic sectors
where UK production can substitute imports,
including a boost to skills training in these sectors.

4 Shift taxes, subsidies, and public expenditure on

infrastructure, away from unfairly favouring large and
global companies, and redirect them to help build up
local economies.

4 Introduce or increase tariffs on imports of goods and
services.

4 Within England, there should be devolution to regions

and reform to local government finance to provide
effective decentralisation of power; this should be the
first step in a more radical agenda of localisation.
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The best option would be a reversal of the Brexit
decision combined with radical reforms within
the EU. However this report assumes Brexit will
happen and we believe that there is the potential
to turn it from being a disaster for the UK into being
the constructive start of a radical new approach to
the very real problems of globalisation. We believe
this report will prove useful as a basis for a critique
of Government policy as it negotiates Brexit over the
coming months and years and as a rallying call for
changing that policy.
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